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ANNOUNCING: 
''ADOPT-AN-OBJECT'' PROGRAM 
Several objects in our museum collections need restoration. 
Conservation of a painting, a piece of furniture, or a needlework 
picture will help preserve and restore it to its original appearance. 
Beginning with this issue, we will publish a picture of an object in 
poor condition, with the hope that members will contribute to its 
restoration. By offering to "adopt" an object, the donor will help 
prolong the life of our collections and "contribute" objects to new 
exhibits currently being planned. 
Gifts for conservation are tax-deductible. Each restored object 
will be displayed with a permanent label that will acknowledge 
the generosity of the contributor. 
For estimates and further information, contact Jeanne Vibert, 
research curator, at the Society. 
SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY UPHOLSTERED CHAIR 
Upholstered chair, New England, 
maple and oak, 1675-1695, 
(Newport Historical Society) 
Photo by John Hopf 
Turkey-Work chair, 
New i!:ngland, 
owned by Roger Williams before 
1683, (Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, New York City) 
Our seventeenth-century chair, pictured on the left, is one of 
only two dozen known surviving examples of the New England 
6
Newport History, Vol. 53 [1980], Iss. 180, Art. 2
https://digitalcommons.salve.edu/newporthistory/vol53/iss180/2
160 NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY Fall 
low-backed upholstered chair form. Six of these chairs retain their 
original leather upholstery; two are covered in seventeenth-cen-
tury "turkey-work," an English fabric imitating oriental carpets, 
as on the chair pictured on the right.l The Newport Historical 
Society's chair was covered in nineteenth century canvas, which 
has been removed in order to determine that the original uphols-
tery was of New England leather. 
Although in the English "Cromwellian" style, this chair is 
made of woods which indicate that it was made in New England. 
In the seventeenth century, upholstery was a specialized skill 
practised only in large cities; most of these low-backed chairs were 
made and upholstered in Boston for export to other Colonies.2 The 
Society's chair has a long history of ownership in Newport. An 
upholstered chair, whether covered in leather or exotic, imported 
turkey-work, was very expensive and conveyed the prestige of its 
original owner. If the Newport Historical Society can restore its 
chair with a historically accurate leather/ covering, the chair will 
express the lavish, rich appearance of the homes of the most pros-
perous Rhode Island Puritans. 
Preliminary estimate for re-upholstering this chair with ap-
propriate leather, stitching, stuffing, and brass tacks : $300. 
1. Robert F. Trent, "The Endicott Chairs," Essex Institute Historical 
Collections. Vol. 114, No. 2 (April 1978), 114-115. 
2. All known upholsterers in seventeenth century New England, except 
one, were working in Boston. See Benno M. Forman, "Urban Aspects 
of Massachusetts Furniture in the Late Seventeenth Century," in 
John D. Morse, ed., Country Cabinetwork and Simple City Furniture 
(Charlottesville: The University Press of Virginia, 1970), 17. 
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Charge of the Irish Brigade 
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IN MEMORIAM 
Stanley A. Ward (1893-1980) 
161 
Stanley Ward, a member of our permanent staff from 1961 
to 1978, died on 10 July 1980 at the Grand Islander Health Care 
Center in Middletown. Stanley loved Newport and its history, 
particularly if that history had to do with the sea, and during his 
years with the Society this interest resulted in the development 
of a good, small maritime section in our Museum as well as the 
accession of numerous publications and photographs on maritime 
subjects. In later years, he spent a good deal of time and effort 
on our photographic collections and was instrumental in making 
them more accessible and thus more useful to the public. 
Born and reared in Newport, he graduated from Rogers High 
School and attended Brown University, where he was a star 
athlete and a member of the 1916 Rose Bowl Team. He graduated 
in 1917 and served as a lieutenant of field artillery in the first 
World War. In 1919 he went to the Hill School in Pottstown, 
Pennsylvania, as football coach, later becoming athletic director 
until his retirement in 1960. He was a major in the U.S. Marine 
Corps in World War II. 
On his retirement, he and his wife moved to Newport. Soon 
afterwards he offered his services to the Society and was taken on 
as a guide. Later he was designated curator of the marine museum. 
Mrs. Ward died in 1977 and it was not long before Stanley's 
own health began to deteriorate. The Society accepted with deep 
regret his decision to retire a second time. He was a loyal sup-
porter and a true friend at all times. He gave good service to our 
members and his loss will long be felt by his colleagues as well as 
by his many friends. 
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THE NEWPORT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
The Newport Historical Society has maintained a library and 
museum of Newport and Rhode Island history since its incorpo-
ration in 1854. Three centuries of political, business and family 
manuscripts, including the early records of the Town Council 
housed for the City of Newport, together with important holdings 
of maps, prints, photographs, newspapers and maritime memo-
rabilia, are preserved by the Society as are furniture, silver, 
paintings and ceramics which give it a representative regional 
collection of the American decorative arts. 
Incorporated into the Society's fireproof building is the 1729 
Newport Seventh Day Baptist Church. In addition the Society 
owns the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House (1675), the Friends 
Meeting House (1699), and Green End Fort. 
Hours: The Society is open to the public 
Tuesday through Friday 9:30 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
Saturday 9:30 A.M. to 12 Noon 
Closed Sundays, Mondays, Holidays 
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House and the Friends Meeting 
House are open June 15th to Labor Day. Monday through Satur-
day 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Newport History solicits original articles on any aspect of 
Newport County history. All submissions will be considered 
by the editorial committee for publication. Obtain informa-
tion from the editor, Cynthia Menge, at Society headquarters. 
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